2-10               CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

u He that bathes in the Ganges," say the
shasters, " is purified from all sin *." This
is a happy doctrine, extending its influence
to all the natives of India. For it is said,

. that

* A certain learned Brahmin lived In an adulterous
connexion with a Mussulman woman ! but washed away
Ins sins every morning in the pure and holy Ganges.
Each morning he perceived a woman, who washed a piece
of dirty cloth till it became quite pure. He asked her
the reason of this, but for two mornings the woman made
him no answer. On the third, she said her name was
Sundhya, that she was his guardian deity; that through
his sins she was forced to undergo this drudgery; but
though in the night, by his criminal amours, he became
#s black as the dirty cloth, yet through her favour he wan
made perfectly clean.

On this story, Mr WARD has the following just
observation. The emphatic words of Scripture arc,
" Let the wicked forsake his way, and let him re-
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy."* But the
Hindoos are taught that it is unnecessary to " forsake
" their wiqked way, or return to God/" for sin may be
pardoned and washed away while the; sinner is going ou
in his trespasses*